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BOOKS AND ARTS

The Casey case

L, VILL UINL]
-awsweek

Vil THE SECRET WARS OF THE CIA 1981. (987, By Bob Woodward. Simon & Schuster.

333 pages. S21.95 and £14.95

“HE WAS off with his boys to plan a
war”. Thus Mr Bob Woodward on
Bill Casey and his c1a boys, off on a whirl-
wind trip to Central America, determined to
iure the contra guerrillas down from the
mouneains, into the cities and into the busi-
ness of overthrowing the Nicaraguan gov-
ernment (though that was forbidden by the
American Congress). On its way home, the
cia show dropped in on El Salvador where
Casev sternly suggested to the head of the
dreaded “Treasury police” that he should
puli bis men out of the death-squads (it was
1933) or he mighe lose his $90,000 salary
from the Cla. Casey's urgings, writes Mr
Woodward, were pragmatic, uncainted by
sentiment about human rights.

Mr Woodward is one of the two
Vrmgton Post reporters who un-
cvered the Wartergate scandal, and
his stazdom 1 reflected in his outsize
fame on the dust-jacket. Gathering
Mlermacion for his book on Casey's
S (vl was the code word for
swh covert goings-on as last year's
Batrmaton  campaign against

ova), he talked to more chan 250
Peopie, including Casey himself: the
fector, who died earlier this year, al-
s returned the journalist’s calls,
¢ result is an investigative re-
Porter’s hook, spinning along with in-
Sight, firsg-class gossip, reconstructed
Onversations (expletives undeleted)
3 fair few scoops. Mr Woodward
S the first o say tha it should not be

read as historv. Yet its cumulative effect is to
provide, for the first time, a chilling glimpse
into what happens when a buccaneer takes
over America's intelligence agency.

Mr Woodward's determination not to
be boring is sometimes a little bothersome:
the reader is told chat it is 11.40am, Thurs-
day. on a beautiful sunny fall day, but it is a
struggle to find the year. A more serious mis-
take 1s also born of Mr Woodward's green-
eveshade instincts. The Iran-contra affair
broke while he was writing and the scandal
was, indeed, the logical conclusion to his
long tale of law-bending unaccountable ac-
tion. He has not got very much to add to the
affair, but he ends his book on the melodra-
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matic note of a dying Casey apparently nod-
ding his head when asked whether he knew
about thediversion of funds from the Ira-
nian arms-sale to the Nicaraguan conras.

The nod was ambiguous and, in anv
event, did not matter much: most people in
the know assume that Casey, whom Mr
Woodward has since described as “always
deceiving, lying, breaking the rules and
laws", was perfectly well aware of what Lieut-
Col Oliver North was up to. But the account
has caused a furore, with Casey's widow and
others maintaining that the author could
not have got into the hospital room. This
has, probably unfairly, cast doubt on Mr
Woodward's credibility; it has also dis-
tracted attention from far better bits of the
book.

Examples: his account of the frustra-
tion, and sometimes feebleness, with which
the congressional intelligence committees
tried to keep up with what was going on in
Nicaragua. Senators William Cohen and
Gary Hart nearly blown up in a Cla-con-
trolled operation to bomb Managua airport.

Mr Dewey Clarridge who, after win-
ning the director's heart with a slap-
up dinner in Paris, became Casey's
top Latin American man, speaking of
plans to split Nicaragua into an east
and west side, like New York or Ber-
rut. Right-wing hoopla about a book
by Mrs Claire Sterling on purported
Soviet terrorism and the pooh-
poohing of cla intelligence reports
that said there was no such thing. Op-
erational details that, perhaps, should
not have been revealed; many stories
of spies.

The old spymaster himself is al-
ways at centre-stage. Mr Woodward
describes the tall shambling man with
his churning body language, a few
strands of white hair, his wrinkles los-
ing themselves in his jowls, slurring

broadcast, fading in ond out™). Pugnacious
and profare, he wenr afrer what he wanted,
ignoring Congress, the Srate Department
and fainc-hearts in his own agency.

Casev invited the author to alamb-chop
dinner, gave him rides in his aeroplane. Mr
Woodward describes a ride when the direc-
tor, stuthing peanurs into his mouth, spoke
impatiently of the White House (“can’t do
two things at once”) and of Mr Reagan's lazi-
ness. Casey was the man to do those things
that the president, in a vague sort of way.
wanted done. And why did an obsessiely
secretive man see the reporter so often and
tell him so much? Mr Woodward supposes
thar Casey, an amateur historian and alwavs
a manipulator, wanted to shape the storv.
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